《Explanatory Notes on Habakkuk》(John Wesley)

Commentator

John Wesley was a Church of England cleric and Christian theologian. Wesley is largely credited, along with his brother Charles Wesley, as founding the Methodist movement which began when he took to open-air preaching in a similar manner to George Whitefield. In contrast to George Whitefield's Calvinism, Wesley embraced the Arminian doctrines that were dominant in the 18th-century Church of England. Methodism in both forms was a highly successful evangelical movement in the United Kingdom, which encouraged people to experience Jesus Christ personally.

Wesley's writing and preachings provided the seeds for both the modern Methodist movement and the Holiness movement, which encompass numerous denominations across the world. In addition, he refined Arminianism with a strong evangelical emphasis on the Reformed doctrine of justification by faith.

Wesley was a logical thinker and expressed himself clearly, concisely and forcefully in writing. His written sermons are characterised by spiritual earnestness and simplicity. They are doctrinal but not dogmatic. His Notes on the New Testament (1755) are enlightening. Both the Sermons (about 140) and the Notes are doctrinal standards. Wesley was a fluent, powerful and effective preacher. He usually preached spontaneously and briefly, though occasionally at great length.

Habakkuk 1
Verse 1

[1] The burden which Habakkuk the prophet did see.

The burden — The prophet seems to speak of these grievous things, as a burden which he himself groaned under.

Verse 4
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[4] Therefore the law is slacked, and judgment doth never go forth: for the wicked doth compass about the righteous; therefore wrong judgment proceedeth.

Therefore — Because the wicked go on with impunity.

The law — The whole law, moral, ceremonial, and judicial.

Is slacked — Is slighted, and not observed.

Go forth — From magistrates, judges, and public officers.

Doth compass about — As it were besieges, with design to oppress and ruin.

Verse 5

[5] Behold ye among the heathen, and regard, and wonder marvellously: for I will work a work in your days, which ye will not believe, though it be told you.

Behold ye — Here God begins to answer the prophet.

Among the heathen — See what judgments have been executed upon the heathen for like sins.

Verse 6

[6] For, lo, I raise up the Chaldeans, that bitter and hasty nation, which shall march through the breadth of the land, to possess the dwellingplaces that are not theirs.

Bitter — Cruel, and without mercy.

Hasty — Speedy in executing their merciless purposes.

Verse 7
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[7] They are terrible and dreadful: their judgment and their dignity shall proceed of themselves.

Their judgment — The law they observe, is their own will.

Their dignity — Their authority is all from themselves, without respect to any other law or rule whatever.

Verse 8

[8] Their horses also are swifter than the leopards, and are more fierce than the evening wolves: and their horsemen shall spread themselves, and their horsemen shall come from far; they shall fly as the eagle that hasteth to eat.

The evening wolves — Which with fasting in the day, came out in the evening, fierce and ravenous.

Shall spread — All over the land.

Verse 9

[9] They shall come all for violence: their faces shall sup up as the east wind, and they shall gather the captivity as the sand.

For violence — To enrich themselves by making a prey of all.

Their faces — Their very countenances shall be as blasting as the east-wind.

Verse 10

[10] And they shall scoff at the kings, and the princes shall be a scorn unto them: they shall deride every strong hold; for they shall heap dust, and take it.

At the kings — Which opposed their designs.

And take it — By mighty mounts cast up.

Verse 12

[12] Art thou not from everlasting, O LORD my God, mine Holy One? we shall not die. O LORD, thou hast ordained them for judgment; and, O mighty God, thou hast established them for correction.

Shall not die — Be utterly destroyed.

Ordained — Set up, and designed.

Them — The Chaldean kingdom.

For judgment — To execute this judgment, which is tempered with mercy.

For correction — To chastise, not to destroy.

Verse 14

[14] And makest men as the fishes of the sea, as the creeping things, that have no ruler over them?

And makest — Not infusing cruel appetites, but permitting them to act according to such appetite which was already in them.

As the fishes — Of which the greater greedily devour the smaller.

Creeping things — Which in the waters are food for the lesser fry; so the world, like the sea, is wholly oppression.

No ruler — None to defend the weak, or restrain the mighty.

Verse 15

[15] They take up all of them with the angle, they catch them in their net, and gather them in their drag: therefore they rejoice and are glad.

They — The Chaldeans draw out all alike, good or bad.

In their net — Destroying many together.

And gather — As if they could never have enough, they drive men into their nets.

Verse 16

[16] Therefore they sacrifice unto their net, and burn incense unto their drag; because by them their portion is fat, and their meat plenteous. 

They sacrifice — Ascribe the praise of their victories.

Their net — To their own contrivances, diligence, and power.

Verse 17

[17] Shall they therefore empty their net, and not spare continually to slay the nations?

Empty their net — As fisher-men empty the full net to fill it again.

Habakkuk 2

Verse 1

[1] I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and will watch to see what he will say unto me, and what I shall answer when I am reproved.

Upon my watch — I will stand as a watchman on my watch-tower.

He — The Lord.

Reproved — Called to give an account of the mysteriousness of providence; either to satisfy doubters, or to silence quarrellers.

Verse 2
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[2] And the LORD answered me, and said, Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it.

Upon tables — What was of publick concern, and therefore to be published, was anciently written or engraven upon tables, smooth stones, or wood, and then hung up in a publick place to be read.

May run — That none may need to stop, but every one may plainly and clearly discern what is written.

Verse 3

[3] For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry.

At the end — When the period appointed of God shall come.

Shall speak — Be accomplished, and not disappoint your expectation.

Verse 4

[4] Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright in him: but the just shall live by his faith.

Which is lifted up — That proudly contests with the justice and wisdom of the Divine Providence, and provides for his own safety by his own wit.

The just — The humble and upright one, who adores the depth of divine providence, and is persuaded of the truth of divine promises.

Shall live — Supports himself, by a firm expectation of the deliverance of Zion.

Verse 5
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[5] Yea also, because he transgresseth by wine, he is a proud man, neither keepeth at home, who enlargeth his desire as hell, and is as death, and cannot be satisfied, but gathereth unto him all nations, and heapeth unto him all people:

He — The king of Babylon.

Wine — Hereby Belshazzar, his city and kingdom of Babylon fell a prey to Darius and Cyrus.

At home — Is ever abroad warring upon some or other.

Unto him — To his kingdom.

All nations — That are round about him.

Verse 8

[8] Because thou hast spoiled many nations, all the remnant of the people shall spoil thee; because of men's blood, and for the violence of the land, of the city, and of all that dwell therein.

Of the land — Of the whole land of Chaldea.

The city — Babylon.

Verse 9

[9] Woe to him that coveteth an evil covetousness to his house, that he may set his nest on high, that he may be delivered from the power of evil!

To his house — His family which he would enrich, and raise high.

Delivered — Kept secure and out of danger from all below him.

Verse 10

[10] Thou hast consulted shame to thy house by cutting off many people, and hast sinned against thy soul.

Thou — Nebuchadnezzar.

Verse 11

[11] For the stone shall cry out of the wall, and the beam out of the timber shall answer it.

Shall cry out — As if it had a voice, it cries to God for vengeance.

Answer it — Confirm the charge against thee.

Verse 13

[13] Behold, is it not of the LORD of hosts that the people shall labour in the very fire, and the people shall weary themselves for very vanity?

Is it not of the Lord — Is it not a judgment from God? Shall labour - That men go thro' the most painful labour.

For very vanity — For nothing; without any reward of their labour.

Verse 16

[16] Thou art filled with shame for glory: drink thou also, and let thy foreskin be uncovered: the cup of the LORD's right hand shall be turned unto thee, and shameful spewing shall be on thy glory.

Thou — O king of Babylon.

Shall be turned — They turned the cup of pleasure about, God will carry the cup of indignation about also, and make them drink deep of it.

Shameful spewing — Thou shalt be as much loathed as a shameful drunkard is in his vomit.

Verse 17

[17] For the violence of Lebanon shall cover thee, and the spoil of beasts, which made them afraid, because of men's blood, and for the violence of the land, of the city, and of all that dwell therein.

The violence — The violence thou hast done to Judea shall overwhelm thee.

The spoil of brass — Such spoil as by hunters is made among wild beasts, when they endeavour to destroy the whole kind.

Verse 20

[20] But the LORD is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before him.

The Lord — He is Jehovah, the fountain of being, life, power, and salvation to his people.

Keep silence — Fear, submit, and depend on him; let his enemies be silent, reverence, hope, pray and wait for him, who will arise and have mercy on them, who will make it to be well with the righteous, and ill with the wicked, who will fully and satisfactorily solve the doubts, and unfold the riddles of his providence.

Habakkuk 3

Verse 1

[1] A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet upon Shigionoth.

Upon Sigionoth — A musical instrument.

Verse 2
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[2] O LORD, I have heard thy speech, and was afraid: O LORD, revive thy work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the years make known; in wrath remember mercy.

Thy speech — In answer to the inquiry made chap. 1:13,14.

Was afraid — Trembled at what thou speakest.

In the midst of the years — Even before the seventy years are expired.

Make known — Thy truth, wisdom, power, and compassion.

Verse 3

[3] God came from Teman, and the Holy One from mount Paran. /*Selah*/. His glory covered the heavens, and the earth was full of his praise.

God — The God of our fathers, discovered himself from Teman, a mountain not far from mount Sinai, where the law was given.

Paran — Near Sinai.

His glory — This the prophet mentions as a support of his faith, that God so gloriously appeared among their fathers.

Full of his praise — Of works which were worthy of all praise.

Verse 4

[4] And his brightness was as the light; he had horns coming out of his hand: and there was the hiding of his power.

As the light — Pure, clear as the sun, but much more dazzling.

His hand — The face of Moses shined; the face, yea, hands of our God, shine with glorious light.

There — In that light wherewith he appeared.

The hiding — Which discovered much of it, but hid much more; it was light inaccessible.

Verse 5
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[5] Before him went the pestilence, and burning coals went forth at his feet.

Before him — When God was leading the Israelites out of Egypt, he made the pestilence go before him, so preparing room for his people.

Verse 6

[6] He stood, and measured the earth: he beheld, and drove asunder the nations; and the everlasting mountains were scattered, the perpetual hills did bow: his ways are everlasting.

He stood — Gave his presence with Joshua, as one that stood by while the work was done.

The land — The promised land.

He beheld — Looked with a frowning countenance.

Drove asunder — Cast them out, his eye did this, for he looked on them, and did this.

His ways — The wisdom, goodness, justice, holiness, and power of God, which he shews in governing his people.

Verse 7

[7] I saw the tents of Cushan in affliction: and the curtains of the land of Midian did tremble.

The tents — The people that dwelt in them.

Arabia — Near whose borders Israel marched.

In affliction — In fear and pain, lest that mighty people should fall on them.

The curtains — Those that dwelt within them; these people dwelt in tents, which were made up on the sides with curtains.

Verse 8

[8] Was the LORD displeased against the rivers? was thine anger against the rivers? was thy wrath against the sea, that thou didst ride upon thine horses and thy chariots of salvation?

The sea — The Red Sea.

Ride — As a general in the head of his army.

Upon thine horses — Alluding to the manner of men.

Salvation — No; but he came to save his people.

Verse 9

[9] Thy bow was made quite naked, according to the oaths of the tribes, even thy word. /*Selah*/. Thou didst cleave the earth with rivers.

Thy bow — One part of armour is put for the whole. The Lord is represented as armed, in readiness to smite through all his enemies.

According to the oaths — In pursuance of his oath made to our fathers, and their posterity.

Cleave the earth — When they were to march through a dry and thirsty land.

Verse 10

[10] The mountains saw thee, and they trembled: the overflowing of the water passed by: the deep uttered his voice, and lifted up his hands on high.

Overflowing — The inundation which at that season was wont to be very great in and round Jordan, passed away at the word of God; the waters below flowed, and ran from those above, which stood on a heap to make a path for Israel.

The deep — Either the deep channel in which Jordan flowed, or the Red Sea with dreadful roaring parted its waters.

Lift up his hands — Its waves which stood on an heap.

Verse 11

[11] The sun and moon stood still in their habitation: at the light of thine arrows they went, and at the shining of thy glittering spear.

Stood still — At the prayer of Joshua.

In the light — Which was most miraculously continued.

Verse 13

[13] Thou wentest forth for the salvation of thy people, even for salvation with thine anointed; thou woundedst the head out of the house of the wicked, by discovering the foundation unto the neck. /*Selah*/.

With thine anointed — Under the conduct of thine anointed, Joshua, the type of the Messiah.

Thou woundest — Gavest a deadly wound to the kings of Canaan.

The house of the wicked — The courts of these kings were houses of the vilest wickedness.

By discovering — Destroying all from head to foot.

Verse 14

[14] Thou didst strike through with his staves the head of his villages: they came out as a whirlwind to scatter me: their rejoicing was as to devour the poor secretly.

Villages — All the cities and all the unwalled towns.

They — The inhabitants of Canaan.

As a whirlwind — With violence invading me on every side.

To scatter — To disperse and drive away the Israelites.

Their rejoicing — They rejoiced in full confidence of swallowing up Israel unawares.

Verse 15

[15] Thou didst walk through the sea with thine horses, through the heap of great waters.

Didst walk — Thou heldest on thy way, from thy entering in on the east of the land, to the west thereof.

Verse 16

[16] When I heard, my belly trembled; my lips quivered at the voice: rottenness entered into my bones, and I trembled in myself, that I might rest in the day of trouble: when he cometh up unto the people, he will invade them with his troops.

When I heard — What dreadful desolations God threatened against Israel.

My heart trembled — Another effect of surprising fears and astonishment.

Rottenness — A decay of all my strength.

That I might rest — These fears made me betake myself to God, that I might rest in him.

He — The king of Babylon.

The people — The Jews.

Verse 17

[17] Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls:

The labour — The labour bestowed upon the olive.

Yield no meat — Corn.

Flock — Of sheep.

Verse 19

[19] The LORD God is my strength, and he will make my feet like hinds' feet, and he will make me to walk upon mine high places. To the chief singer on my stringed instruments.

Like hinds feet — That I may escape to God my refuge.

He will make me — To conquer and triumph.

